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Legislative framework

Victorian 
legislation

• Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances Act 1981
• Therapeutic Goods (Victoria) Act 2010

Commonwealth 
legislation

• The Narcotic Drugs Act 1967
• The Customs Act 1901
• The Crimes (Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances) Act 1990
• The Quarantine Act 1908
• The Therapeutic Goods Act 1989

International 
treaties

• The United Nations’ Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 1961
• The United Nations’ Convention on Psychotropic Substances 1971
• The United Nations’ Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Dangerous 

Psychotropic Substances 1988



Emergence of medicinal cannabis in Australia

* Channel 7 – Sunday Night – 15 June 2014 

Research shows 91 per cent of 
Australians believe the use of 
cannabis for medicinal purposes 
should be legal

Roy Morgan Poll
October 2015



Development of the scheme

• Victorian Law Reform Commission
• Tasked with reviewing options on how to change 

the law

• Extensive public consultation process

• 9 consultations across Melbourne and Victoria

• 99 written submissions

• 2 advisory committees established

• Medical Advisory Committee

• Regulation Advisory Committee



Development of the scheme

• Victorian Law Reform Commission
• Tabled in Parliament on 6 October 2015

• 42 recommendations to regulate the 
cultivation, manufacture and supply of 
medicinal cannabis to patients in exceptional 
circumstances in Victoria

• Government accepted 40 in full and 2            
in- principle



Development of the scheme

• Access to Medicinal Cannabis Act 2016
• Based on Victorian Law Reform 

Commission’s recommendations

• Unanimous support



Key aspects of the Victorian Access Scheme

• Twin pillars of the Victorian medicinal cannabis scheme

Compassion Evidence



Key aspects of the Victorian Access Scheme

• Independent Medical Advisory Committee will be established to 
provide advice to government on clinical matters

• Access authorised by specialist medical practitioners

• Supplied through selected pharmacies, initially limited to 
hospitals

• Office of Medicinal Cannabis will administer scheme

• Hardship fund to assist families facing financial difficulties



Overview of the phased approach

• Government is taking a phased approach to implementation

• Horticultural trial is currently underway at a secure research 
facility in Victoria



Overview of the phased approach

• Initial eligibility will be restricted to Victorian children with severe 
epilepsy

• Government intends to produce and supply to this patient group 
from early 2017

• Patient eligibility will be expanded on advice of Independent 
Medical Advisory Committee



Overview of the phased approach

• The scheme will transition to a regulated market for supply to a 
larger group of patients

• Government is committed to establish a local medicinal 
cannabis industry in Victoria

• Victorian research licences will be available to industry ahead 
of the transition to a regulated market



Impact of medicinal cannabis on Victorians

”No parent should ever have to choose 
between saving their child’s life and 

breaking the law”

Premier Andrews

I would give 
anything to 

trial 
medicinal 
cannabis 

for my 
daughter

I have a friend with 
MS in extreme pain. 
Various pain killers 
have not helped.

I don’t want to 
access 

medicinal 
cannabis 
illegally

My 8 year old 
nephew was 

diagnosed with 
aggressive brain 

cancer with 1 
month to live 
and medicinal 
cannabis might 
help or provide 

comfort

Without it, we 
would not 

have our son 
with us today



To receive this publication in an accessible format phone (03) 9096 5095, using the National Relay Service 13 36 77 if 
required, or email medicinal.cannabis@dhhs.vic.gov.au
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